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Define academic standards for schools: 11T experts

://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/define-academic-standards-for-schools-iit-experts-
114122300849 1.html

There is an urgent need to define the academic standards which a student needs to achieve as he is promoted to next
class in schools, believe experts at IIT-Delhi.

"If a class X student cannot write proper English or doesn't know Laws of Newton, it's not his failure in that class but in
earlier standards from where he has been promoted so far. We need to define what level of knowledge a student need
to achieve in what standard," said Harish Chaudhary, Faculty, Department of Management Studies, |IT Delhi.

"Define standards for each class during schooling" and "Integration of scholastic and non-scholastic activities", are the
agenda of the 6th International conference on 'Excellence in school education-Creating High Achieving Schools'.
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Organised by experts at lIT Delhi's Management Institute, the annual conference is attended by over 500 principals of
private and government schools across the country.

The recommendations are then compiled in a book form which is shared with stakeholders involved in contribution
towards better schooling education.

"Although there is a set curriculum for each class but the academic standards set by each school are different and there
is no uniform policy. What a student has to learn in Class Il should necessarily be taught then only, why should it be

rectified at later stages," said Chaudhary, who is the conference co-ordinator.

The experts, however, believe that the current 'no retention policy' followed in Indian schools should not be changed
but the teaching standards need to be improved, according to Chaudhary.

"In India, a student completes schooling, then graduation followed by post graduation and is then told that you lack so
and so things that make you unemployable. Why didn't the teachers rectify him all these years?" he asked.

"While the higher education system is responsible for knowledge generation and skill development, its performance is
dependent on the schooling system's output,” he added.

The three-day conference is scheduled to be held from December 28-30 at IIT, Delhi.

Prior to the conference, three workshops have also been scheduled for Principals on 'Creating Cyberspace Schools',
'Financial™ mantras for school principals' and 'Greener India starting with green schools'.

While the conference is free for principals from government schools, there is a fee of Rs 5000 for private schools.

Fun and jubilation mark 11'T-K alumni meet of 1994 batch

TNN | Dec 24, 2014, 11.10 PM IST

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/Fun-and-jubilation-mark-11T-K-alumni-meet-of-1994-
batch/articleshow/45634006.cms

Kanpur: A two-day long reunion meet of 1990 batch started at lIT-Kanpur amid fun and jubilation here on Wednesday.
Director of the institute inaugurated the alumni meet. The well placed ex-students of the institute recalled the good old
days and took no time in mixing up with the students. The campus of the institute came alive with the presence of
alumni who had come from several parts of the country and even abroad. Some of them came with their families while a
few arrived on the campus after 20 years of passing out from here. Those who had come after a long time found IIT-K
campus more systematic and

beautiful. Some ex-students clicked the pictures of the campus while others shared® their memories of stay with their
peers. Geetu Pathak, who had passed out of chemical engineering department from the institute came with her children
and husband from Canada. She was amused to see her friends Archana Tripathi, Divya Jain and Asha Kanoi. After
meeting they did not separate even for a minute.

Geetu said that it was nice coming to the alma mater and that the institute had undergone a lot of change.The
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remaining female ex-students said that they were a group of 10 girls during their lIT days here. They used to enjoy a lot
in the girls' hostel in those days. They got themselves clicked and had a fun time. Geetu's husband Prashant Pathak, also
an ex-lITian, remained busy in enjoying the alumni meet. Though he was of 1992 batch but he mixed up well with the ex-
students of 1994 batch.

Prawal Gupta of the same batch and a passout from electrical engineering department after working in Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) started a software company in Pune. Prawal said that he had come to the institute for the first time after
passing out in 1994, and it was a great feeling to be back to the alma mater. He also recalled the days spent as a student
in hostel number Il and |. Another alumnus Navin K Singh, at present deputy IG in Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI),
after passing out from the computer science department, joined the civil services in 1996. Since then he has worked as
SP in different districts in Jharkhand. He came with his son to the institute and enjoyed meeting old friends. Sankalp
Shrivastava, also of the same batch, had come there with his wife who too was very happy to meet his old friends.
Sankalp said that he had come along with his wife to show her the beautiful campus of the institute and made her meet
his friends of the college days.

6 Nobel laureates to attend Indian Science Congress

Hindustan Times (Mumbai)

THE ORGANISATION IS AN ANNUAL MEETING OF RESEARCH WORKERS FOR PROMOTING THE
CAUSE OF SCIENCE AND STIMULATING SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH IN INDIA

MUMBALI: After a gap of 54 years, the Mumbai university will host the 102nd Indian Science Congress (ISC)
in January. The event will see more than 12,000 dignitaries and students in the field of science from across the
country participate.

Six Nobel laureates namely Randy Schekman, Muhammad Yunus, Ada Yonath, Paul Nurse, Kurt Wuthrich and
Kailash Satyarthi, dignitaries from the Indian Space Research Organisation (Isro), the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) and eminent scientists will be attending the event in January. The
organisation, which was started in 1914, is an annual meeting of research workers to stimulate scientific
research in India.

The four-day event will be preceded by the inauguration of an exhibition on January 3 by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi where exhibits from Isro, DRDO and various other innovations will be on display at the
MMRDA grounds, BKC. With 33 sessions, spread across 30 venues at the varsity’s Kalina and Fort campus,
university officials have deployed almost all its staff for the event’s preparations. Online registrations for the
event have begun.

With the theme of ‘Science and Technology for Human Development’, the congress will focus on inclusive
scientific development, said S Nimse, general president, ISC.

One of the biggest attractions of the congress is a plenary session by Isro director K Radhakrishnan on the Mars
orbiter mission. A special session on Clean India will be held by Raghunath Mashelkar, former director-general
of the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR). “Through the event, we want to project Mumbai as
a city of science and help in promoting scientific temperament among students,” said Rajan Welukar, vice-
chancellor, Mumbai university.
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